[Place and cause of death in community-dwelling disabled elderly people].
To examine the place and cause of death in community-dwelling disabled elderly people. The baseline data of 1,875 participants and their caregivers in the Nagoya Longitudinal Study for Frail Elderly were used for the analysis. Cox proportional hazard models were used to assess the associations between the variables and the place of death during the 3-year follow-up period. During the observation period of three years, 454 died (hospital death: 347, home death: 107). In total, the rates of pneumonia-, cancer- and heart failure-related death were 22.7%, 14.5%, and 13.2%, respectively. Among the home deaths, 22.4% were age-related deaths and 18.7% were heart failure-related deaths. Females, older, and participants with dementia were more likely to die at home, while those with cancer or a spouse caregiver were more likely to die in the hospital. There were no differences in the levels of caregiver burden or formal service use between the cases of home and hospital death. Multivariate Cox hazard models revealed that home death was associated with an older age and the absence of diabetes mellitus and cancer at baseline. We demonstrated that death at home among community-dwelling disabled elderly is associated with an older age, and the absence of diabetes mellitus and cancer. Due to the lack of important factors that should be addressed, a further study is required in the future.